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Tht report i(i The PosAhat Gerald 
Ford, while on the Warren Commis- 
sion, suggested the rephrasing of 
John F. Kennedy’s entry wound from 
“back” to "neck” might leave the im- 
pression that there was some attempt 
to mislead readers of the Warren 
Report [“Ford’s Editing Backed ‘Sin- 
gle Bullet' Theory,” news story, July 
3]. Nothing could be more wrong. 

The description of the entry wound 
as at the neck is corroborated by the 
autopsy photos, although these were 
not seen outside the Warren Commis- 
sion until several years later. 

Commission Exhibit 397 is a stan- 
dard hospital form used by Command- 
er J. Thornton Boswell, chief of pa- 
thology at Bethesda Naval Hospital, 
while performing the autopsy on JFK. 
The form includes outlines of an adult 
body and on that form Dr. Boswell put 
a dot representing the entry wound 
and wrote, "7x4 cm. 14 cm from rt 


acromion scap. 14 cm below mastoid 
process.” 

This means that the wound was 
approximately one-fourth by one- 
eighth of an inch, and it was located 
using standard body landmarks, about 
W* inches from the point of the right 
shoulder and 5% inches below the 
bony prominence behind the ear. 
Those written measurements put the 
entry wound in the fleshy part of the 
neck above the shoulder bone, a little 
above the collar of a shirt. The diffi- 
culty with the diagram is that most 
people didn’t read or couldn’t under- 
stand the written measurements and 
instead focused only on the dot in the 
drawing by Dr. Boswell. However, 
Dr. Boswell was no draftsman, and 
the dot is a bit imprecise, which is 
why pathologists write in the meas- 
urements anyway. Too many conspir- 
acy theorists looked only at the dot, 
which is sort of odd because the dot 
for the entry wound is lower on the 


diagram than the dot for its exit, 
which would have meant the assassin 
was inside the trunk of the presiden- 
tial limo. 

I expect this “revelation” about the 
phrasing of the Warren Report will, 
reinvigorate some conspiracy theo- 
ries. The first bullet that struck JFK 
entered from behind and exited from 
the front of his neck around the Ad- 


am’s apple. Because it had not struck 
any bones and still had considerable 
thrust, the only place it could possibly 
have gone was into the person sitting 
in front of JFK, namely Gov. John B. 
Connally Jr.. By the same token, Mi: 
Connally was struck from behind by a 
bullet with a downward trajectory, 
and it would have been very improba- 
ble for that bullet to have been on 
that exact path without first going 
through JFK. 
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